
20 Things To Do When in SLC 
 

1. Hogle Zoo - Just a five-minute drive from the University of Utah campus, Utah’s 42-acre 
Hogle Zoo has over 800 animals. Tickets are $14.95 for adults and $12.95 for kids. Come 
see the bears, monkeys, and elephants! For more information, call (801) 584-1700 or visit 
http://www.hoglezoo.org.  

2. Tracy Aviary - Located in the middle of Liberty Park, Tracy Aviary is filled with a 
variety of birds, including owls, an Andean condor named Andy, and various raptors and 
tropical birds.  Even people who don’t especially like birds will love this place!  Tickets 
are $11.95 for adults and $9.95 for students. To learn more, call (801) 596-8500 or visit 
http://tracyaviary.org.  

3. Natural History Museum - Located on the University of Utah campus, this gem is a 
must see. View dinosaur skeletons, live snakes and lizards, and hands-on activities that 
teach about climate change, volcanoes, earthquakes, and the changing geological 
landscape.  Tickets are $12.95 for adults and worth every penny. Check out 
https://nhmu.utah.edu/ for more information, or call (801) 581-6927. 

4. Temple Square - Situated in the heart of Downtown Salt Lake City, this expansive 
complex is rich with history and incredible architecture. The stunning and unique 
Mormon temple is surrounded by the colorful Spring gardens. The tulips will be in full 
bloom, so you won’t want to miss out! Schedule a free tour at 
https://www.templesquare.com/tour/ or call (801) 531-1000.  

5. Breweries - Surprisingly, Salt Lake City has multiple great breweries. Check out 
Bohemian Brewery for European-style lagers, bocks, and pilsners in a German lodge or 
Epic Brewery for flavorful, hoppy IPAs. Enjoy a Polygamy Porter from Wasatch 
Brewery or the great pub food and nightlife at Red Rock Brewery downtown. For more 
recommendations for breweries in Salt Lake City, check out the following blog: 
https://www.visitsaltlake.com/blog/post/2015/10/The-Best-Breweries-in-Salt-Lake/8250/.  

6. Sporting Events - For sports lovers, Salt Lake City is home to the Utah Jazz. Kick back 
and enjoy the Utah Jazz vs Memphis Grizzlies game at our gorgeous Vivint Smart Home 
Arena. For tickets, click here: 
http://vivintsmarthome.arenasaltlake.com/Tickets-Active.php?eventID=2431897&venueI
D=459  
If basketball isn’t your thing, hit the slopes at our world-famous ski resorts, just a short 
drive from downtown. For information about prices, resorts, discounts, and more, check 
out https://www.skiutah.com/.  

7. Theatre - TBA (Capitol Theatre, Pioneer Theatre) and concerts at Vivint Arena 
8. Shopping at City Creek - The City Creek Center in Downtown Salt Lake City is an 

upscale, open-air shopping center complete with a trout stream running through its center. 
The stores range from H&M to Michael Kors, and everything in between. Visitors can 
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also enjoy the food court and a variety of sit-down restaurants. For hours, stores, and 
additional information, check out http://www.shopcitycreekcenter.com/.  

9. The King’s English Bookstore - This unique, local bookstore is full of personality. 
Situated in a cottage-style house, you will feel right at home in this ma-and-pop setting. 
Located at 1511 South 1500 East, Salt Lake City, UT 84105. Visit 
http://www.kingsenglish.com for more information.  

10. The Bayou - This downtown restaurant is stocked with the best beer selection around 
(437 bottled beers and ciders and 27 draft beers on tap). The cajun-inspired menu is also 
impressive; we recommend the sweet potato fries with their famous famous 
garlic-chipotle aioli! For reservations, hours, and the menu, check out their website at 
https://www.utahbayou.com/.  

11. Wheeler Historic Farm - Located in Murray, UT (15-20 minutes from campus), this 
attraction is a beautiful, working farm with cows, horses, pigs, chickens, and lambs. Take 
the kids on a wagon ride or take a photo atop the 1920s tractors.  There are gravel paths 
for walking/running and touring the farm.  You can even milk a cow! Visit 
http://slco.org/wheeler-farm/ for more information. Admission is free! 

12. Gilgal Sculpture Garden - Perhaps the quirkiest little garden in the world, Gilgal 
Sculpture Garden is complete with 12 original sculptures, including a sphinx with Joseph 
Smith’s head. This little sculpture garden is free to the public and provides a fun 
photo-opportunity and 30-minute activity just below campus. You can find more 
information at the their website at http://gilgalgarden.org/.  

13. Loveland Living Planet Aquarium - Located 25 minutes from the University of Utah, 
this site is a perfect half-day activity with the family.  See the penguins, sharks, stingrays 
and more at this beautiful aquarium. The experience is well worth the $16.95 pricetag for 
students! Visit their website for information on current events and exhibits happening at 
the aquarium: https://thelivingplanet.com/.  

14. Red Butte Garden and Arboretum - This botanical garden and amphitheatre is located 
in the foothills of the Wasatch Mountains. The garden expands 100 acres, with diverse 
plant collections, bird watching, hiking, and orchid and bonsai shows. Admission is $12. 
You can check out more information on this beautiful park at 
http://www.redbuttegarden.org/.  

15. Utah Museum of Fine Arts - Located on the U of U campus, this museum is the 
region’s primary resource for visual arts. The museum has a collection of nearly 200,000 
original pieces of art, from ancient to contemporary works. Students from public Utah 
universities are admitted for free, and adults are $12.95. For current exhibitions visit 
https://umfa.utah.edu/.  

16. Coffee Shops - While we know Utah is not exactly known for its love of caffeine, there 
are still many hidden gems that you can visit for your morning or afternoon pick-me-up. 
If you are interested in getting your coffee anywhere but Starbucks, try Jack Mormon 
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Coffee, Publik Coffee Roasters, Sugar House Coffee, or Sunset Coffee. Check out this 
blog post for more recommendations of cool, local coffee shops: 
https://theculturetrip.com/north-america/usa/utah/articles/top-10-coffee-shops-in-salt-lake
-city-ut/.  

17. Utah State Capitol - Our Capitol provides a wonderful view of the entire Salt Lake 
Valley and both of its mountain ranges. While you are there, you can take a walk around 
the grounds or visit the visitor center to learn more about the building and its legislature. 
This gorgeous building looks even more spectacular at night! While you are there, take a 
walk down to Memory Grove Park, a beautiful green park with a stream running through 
it that is perfect for dogs and families. Visit https://utahstatecapitol.utah.gov for more 
details.  

18. Trolley Square - If you are interested in shopping but want to avoid crowds, you might 
want to take a trip down to Trolley Square. Converted from an old trolley station, this 
mall has its own rustic flare.  For those 21 and over, you can enjoy Desert Edge Brewery 
and We Olive and Wine Bar, two restaurants you can’t find anywhere else. Or, if you are 
looking for names you know, visit the Old Spaghetti Factory, Whole Foods, and Williams 
Sonoma. This historic landmark is just 6 minutes from the U of U campus. You can find 
more information about stores, hours, and more at http://www.trolleysquare.com/.  

19. East High School - For any fans of High School Musical, East High School (yes, THE 
East High) is located in downtown Salt Lake City. In fact, it is about a 15 minute walk 
from the University of Utah. If you want to see Sharpay’s locker or the infamous 
cafeteria, visit East High. It is located 840 S 1300 E, Salt Lake City, UT 84102 or call 
(801) 583-1661.  

20. This is the Place - Celebrate Utah and experience life as a pioneer at this heritage park. 
Dig for gemstones, ride a pony, interact with a blacksmith, and take a walk on the Walk 
of Pioneer Faiths for only $6.95. Just a four-minute drive from the University of Utah, 
this is a great place for fun afternoon activities! Visit https://www.thisistheplace.org/ for 
more details.  
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